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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 – Follow-Up Session 

 

YEAR 11                              ENGLISH  PAPER 2                MARKING SCHEME                                                  
 
 

 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific 
words or phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or 
express the same meaning.  

 
 

Part I: Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                         10 MARKS 
 
 

1. Underline the correct answer in brackets.                     (2 x ½ mark = 1 mark) 

a. This poem is written in the (first- / second- / third) person narrative. 

b. The poet makes use of (a regular / an irregular / no) rhyming scheme. 

 

 
2. The second line of the poem describes the nettles as “green spears”.  

a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in this description? 
metaphor                                   (½ mark) 

b. Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.        

                                                                                                                         (1 mark) 
 It makes us imagine the nettles as sharp weapons / violent soldiers / an 

army. 
 
 

3. What does the description of the nettles “behind the shed” suggest about their 
plan of attack?                 (1 mark) 

 It suggests that they are hiding to plan their attack and take the boy by 
surprise. 

 

 
4. When the parents comforted the boy, he gave them “a watery grin”. Comment 

on the effectiveness of this image.                      (1 mark) 

 The boy’s smile shows the relief which he feels when he is comforted by 
his parents and contrasts with his tears of pain. 

 

 
5. What is the effect of the pause at the end of this line?   (1 mark) 

 “A funeral pyre to burn the fallen dead.” 

 The full stop indicates that the father thinks that this is the end of the 
nettles (and that he has defeated them).  
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6. The father describes the newly grown nettles as “tall recruits”. 

a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in this description? 

 personification                        (½ mark)           
b. Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.  (1 mark) 

 The father describes the nettles as newly enrolled soldiers. This 
shows that the war will never stop/their danger will always be 
present.    

 
 

7. What is the message in the last line of the poem?            (1 mark) 

 The last line shows the father acknowledging that his son would feel 
pain again in a similar situation. He recognises the fact that it is 

impossible to protect children from every possible cause of harm. 
 
 

8. The poem shows how the father tries to protect his son from the dangers of the 

world, as if he is at war. Comment on the way the poet creates a warlike 

atmosphere throughout the poem.                     (2 marks) 

 

 Accept any TWO of the following: 
 

•  The diction used throughout the poem makes us picture a warlike 

environment. Poet uses words like “regiment” and “recruits” to 

compare the nettles to an army of soldiers.  

•  The imagery used to describe the father’s reaction towards the 

nettles projects violent and aggressive behaviour just like a soldier 

at war. This is seen when he took the billhook, “honed the blade” 

and “slashed in fury” to get rid of the nettles. 

•  The way the nettles are destroyed in “A funeral pyre to burn the 

fallen dead.” reminds us of the way dead soldiers were cremated 

and adds to the war atmosphere. 

•  The fact that the nettles grew again at the end of the poem, shows 

that the battle was futile. The personification of the nettles when 

described as “tall recruits” that have been “called up” shows that 

war will not cease. 

             

                                                                                              
Part II: Prose – Unprepared Text  

  
1. The writer makes use of the first person narrative in the passage. What is the 

effect on the reader?                                       (½ mark) 

 It makes the reader feel more involved in the story and gives us a first-

hand account of what the protagonist goes through. 

 
 

2.  “It was drifting slowly, in our direction, and banked itself up like a wall on that 

side of us, low, but thick and well defined. 

a.  What figure of speech does the writer make use of in this line?    (½ mark) 

 simile   
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b.  Comment on the effectiveness of this line.                   (1 mark) 

 The fog is being compared with a wall surrounding the narrator and 

makes us imagine it as a suffocating prison. 

 

 
3.  In the first paragraph of the passage, the narrator creates the setting of the 

story.  Fill in the missing information in the table below. The first one has been 

done for you.                                                                (½ mark x 3 = 1½ marks) 

 

Place Grimpen Mire Time of day night 

Atmosphere dangerous/mysterious Effect on reader creates tension 

 

 

4.  In his description of the night, the writer makes use of contrast. 

a.  Give two examples of this.                          (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 

  Accept any TWO of the following: 

i.    the darkness of the house in contrast with the shiny nightsky 

ii.   the contrast projected the light is given out from the windows, one 

of which is suddenly turned off. 

iii. the contrast between the jagged roof and bristling chimney and the 

soft light of the moonlit sky.  

 

b.  Explain how this contrast prepares the reader for what follows.             

    (1 mark) 

The contrast brings out a feeling of uncertainty and tension.  

 

 

5.  “Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one half of the moor was 

drifting closer and closer to the house.”    

 What effect does the repetition of the word “closer” have here?        (1 mark) 

 The repetition emphasises the slow movement of the fog and creates a 

sense of danger. 

 

 

6.  “As we watched it the fog-wreaths came crawling round both corners of the 

house” 

a.  What figure of speech does the writer make use of in this line?    (½ mark) 

 metaphor                          

b.  Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.                 (1 mark) 

 The movement of the fog is described as that of a predator 

stealthily moving towards its prey (the house). This makes the fog 

seem dangerous and threatening. 
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7.   The reader gets the impression that the man whom Holmes and Watson were 

waiting for was uneasy. Pick two details which show us this.        (1 mark) 

 

 Accept any TWO of the following: 

•  His quick steps which broke the silence 

•  Came swiftly along the path 

•  Glanced continually over his shoulder. 

 

 

8.  Read the conversation between Sherlock Holmes and Watson. Explain how this 

conversation brings out their relationship.                                       (1 mark) 

 Accept any ONE of the following: 

•  Watson seems to be the one asking questions, while Holmes 

answers them. This brings out their leader – follower relationship. 

•  Holmes seems to be in control of the situation unlike Watson who is 

more hesitant. 

•  Holmes is very determined/confident and seems to know exactly 

what he is doing and what he is expecting. Watson seems to need 

more reassurance/lacks confidence. 


